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1.0  Introduction: 

The European Union (EU) is a political and 

economic partnership that represents a 

unique form of cooperation among 

sovereign states. It is the latest stage in a 

process of European integration begun 

after World War II, initially by six Western 

European countries, to promote peace and 

economic recovery.   

Since July 2013, there are 28 member 

states in the European Union: Austria, 

Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 

Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 

France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, 

Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 

Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, 

Portugal, Romania, Spain, Slovakia, 

Slovenia, Sweden and the United Kingdom. 

The fundamental laws of the EU are set 

out in the various treaties agreed and 

ratified by the member states. A treaty is 

ratified when it is formally accepted by 

the member state. 



1.1 The European Union has 4 main aims: 

I. To establish European citizenship. 

This means protection of 

fundamental human rights and 

freedoms. 

II. To ensure freedom, security and 

justice. This means co-operation in 

the field of justice and home affairs. 

III. To promote economic and social 

progress. This involves the single 

market, the euro, environmental 

protection and social and regional 

development. 

IV. To assert Europe's role in the 

world. 

1.2 The European Union is run by 5 main 

institutions: 

➢ The European Parliament 

➢ The Council of the European Union 

➢ The European Commission 

➢ The Court of Justice 

➢ The Court of Auditors 

The headquarters of European Union 

are in Brussels, Belgium. 

http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government_in_ireland/european_government/eu_institutions/european_parliament.html
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government_in_ireland/european_government/eu_institutions/council_of_the_european_union.html
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government_in_ireland/european_government/eu_institutions/european_commission.html
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government_in_ireland/european_government/eu_institutions/european_court_of_justice.html


 

 

 



2.0   Belgium 

Brussels is the headquarters of the European 

Union and the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO), making it the polyglot 

home of an army of international diplomats 

and civil servants. 

 

• Population 11.5 million 

• Area 30,528 sq km 

• Major languages Dutch, French 

• Currency euro 

• Major religion Christianity 

 

2.1 Economic Condition: 

 

• GDP: $512 Billion (2018 est.)   

                    $529.3  (PPP, 2017 est.) 

• GDP Rank: 25th / 37th (PPP) 

• GDP Growth: 1% (2014) 

• Unemployment: 8.5% (2014) 

• Main Export Partners:  Germany 19.1%  

                                                         France 16.2%  

                                                         Netherlands 13.3%  

                                                         United Kingdom 7.2%  

                                                         United States 5.2%   

                                                                  Italy 4.8% 

• Main import partners  Netherlands 21.8%  

                                                      Germany 13.9%  

                                                      France 10.4%  

                                                      United Kingdom 6.2%  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom


                                                     China 5.6%  

                                                     Ireland 4.8% 

 

• Gross external debt - $1.399 trillion 

 

2.2 Military Power: 

Belgium is ranked 68 (out of 136 countries) 

for military power.  

➢ Total Manpower-  38,800 

➢ Aircraft Strength- 164  

➢ Naval Assets- 17 

 

2.3 Status of Belgium in EU: 

Breakdown of Belgium’s finances with the EU in 

2016:  

• Total EU spending in Belgium: € 7.333 billion 

• Total EU spending as % of Belgian gross 

national income (GNI): 1.74 % 

• Total Belgian contribution to the EU budget: 

€ 3.611 billion 

• Belgian contribution to the EU budget as % of its 

GNI: 0.86 %  

• There are 21 members of the European Union 

from Belgium. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Ireland


3.0 France 

A key player on the global stage and a country 

at the political heart of Europe, France paid a 

high price in both economic and human terms 

during the two world wars. France was one of 

the founding fathers of European integration 

as the continent sought to rebuild after the 

devastation of the Second World War. 

• Population 63.5 million 

• Area 543,965 sq km (210,026 sq miles) 

• Major language French 

• Major religion Christianity 

• Currency Euro 

 

3.1 Economic Condition: 

• GDP: $2.925 trillion (nominal; 2018) 

            $2.960 trillion (PPP; 2018) 

•    GDP Rank: 6th (nominal) 

                             10th (PPP) 

• GDP Growth: 1.7% (2018) 

• Unemployment: 9.1% 

• Main Export Partners:  Germany 16%,  

                                                         Spain 7.6%,  

                                                         United States 7.3%,  

                                                         Italy 7.2%,  

                                                         United Kingdom 7%,  

                                                         Belgium 6.8%,                                                        

• Main import partners:   Germany 19.3%,  

                                                        Belgium 10.6%,  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_GDP_(nominal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_GDP_(PPP)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium


                                                        Netherlands 7.9%,  

                                                        Italy 7.8%,  

                                                        Spain 7%,  

                                                        United States 5.8%,  

                                                        China 5.1%,  

                                                        UnitedKingdom 4.2%, 

 

• Gross external debt :  $5.250 trillion  

 

3.2 Military strength: 

France is ranked 5 (out of 136 countries) for 

military power.  

➢ Total Manpower-  3,88,635 

➢  Aircraft Strength- 1,262  

➢ Naval Assets- 118 

3.3 Status of France in EU: 

Breakdown of France’s finances with the EU in 

2016:  

• Total EU spending in France: € 11.275 billion 

• Total EU spending as % of French gross 

national income (GNI): 0.50 % 

• Total French contribution to the EU budget: € 

19.476 billion 

• French contribution to the EU budget as % of 

its GNI: 0.86 %  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/External_debt


4.0 Germany 

Germany is Europe's most industrialized and 

populous country. Germany rebounded to 

become the continent's economic giant, and a 

prime mover of European cooperation. 

• Population - 82 million 

• Area - 357,027 sq km (137,849 sq miles) 

• Major language - German 

• Major religion - Christianity 

• Currency euro 

 

4.1 Economic Condition: 

• GDP: $2.925 trillion (nominal; 2018) 

            $2.960 trillion (PPP; 2018) 

•    GDP Rank: 6th (nominal) 

                             10th (PPP) 

• GDP Growth: 1.7% (2018) 

• Unemployment: 9.1% 

• Main Export Partners:  Germany 16%,  

                                                         china 6.4%,  

                                                         United States 8.8%,  

                                                          switzerland 4.1 %,  

                                                         turkey 1.9 %,  

• Main import partners:   Germany 57.6%,  

                                                        Belgium 9.9%,  

                                                        Netherlands 6.7%,  

                                                        Italy 4.2%,  

                                                        Spain 2.8%,  

                                                        

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_GDP_(nominal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_GDP_(PPP)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain


• Gross external debt :  $5.084 trillion  

 

4.2 Military strength: 

Germany is ranked 10 (out of 136 countries) 

for military power.  

➢ Total Manpower-  3,70,00,000 

➢ Aircraft Strength- 714  

➢ Naval Assets- 81 

 

4.3  Status of Germany in EU: 

Breakdown of Germany’s finances with the EU 

in 2016:  

• Total EU spending in Germany: € 10.082 billion 

• Total EU spending as % of German gross 

national income (GNI): 0.32 % 

• Total German contribution to the EU budget: € 

23.277 billion 

• German contribution to the EU budget as % of 

its GNI: 0.73 %  

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/External_debt


5.0 Potential Countries for 

Permanent Members: 

1. UK 

Being the most powerful country of Europe for 

centuries, influencing many colonies United Kingdom 

holds a powerful position in the European 

parliament. UK is the largest economy of the EU and 

has the most powerful military forces. It dominates 

the EU and provides a stronger and better image for 

the EU itself.  

2. Italy 

There are 73 members of the European     

Parliament from Italy. In the Council of the EU, 

national ministers meet regularly to adopt EU laws 

and coordinate policies. Council meetings are 

regularly attended by representatives from the 

Italian government, depending on the policy area 

being addressed. 

3. Russia 

Russian–European relations are the international 

relations between the European Union (EU) and its 

largest bordering state, Russia, to the east. The 

relations of individual member states of the 

European Union and Russia vary, though a 1990s 

common foreign policy outline towards Russia was 

https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-parliament_en
https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-parliament_en
https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/council-eu_en
http://europa.eu/whoiswho/public/index.cfm?fuseaction=idea.hierarchy&nodeID=231059&lang=en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_relations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_relations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_state_of_the_European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_state_of_the_European_Union


the first such EU foreign policy agreed. 

Furthermore, four European Union-Russia Common 

Spaces are agreed as a framework for establishing 

better relations. The latest EU-Russia strategic 

partnership was signed in 2011, but it was later 

challenged by the European Parliament in 2015 

following the annexation of Crimea and war in 

Donbass.  

4. Ireland 

Ireland joined the European Communities—as they 

were known then—in 1973, alongside the United 

Kingdom and Denmark. In many ways, that 

membership was defined by the bilateral British-

Irish relationship. Back in 1973, membership was 

viewed with a mixture of excitement and fear.  

5. Greece 

Greece oldest member states of the European 

Union. Today, Greece is working towards the 

deepening and integration of the EU, 

participating actively in all of the Union’s 

organs and institutions. Special mention is made 

of EU foreign relations and enlargement, and is 

found as  a description of the EU institutional 

framework following the enactment of the 

Lisbon Treaty, EU Common Foreign and Security 

Policy (CFSP), and EU Common Security and 

Defence Policy (CSDP). 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annexation_of_Crimea_by_the_Russian_Federation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Donbass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Donbass


6.0 Suggested Caucuses 

1) Economic Review of Belgium, France 

and Germany 

2) Economic Review of Opposition 

Countries 

3)  Factors for Dominating Status 

4) Powers for Permanent Members 

5) Military Strength of Opposing 

Members 

6) Country Ranking on Basis of HDI and 

other factors 

 


